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A Picture from the Past  - May 1, 2004 
May is Blessing of the Fleet  

and  
Crawfish Boil 

 
 

Saturday May 8, 2010 
Blessing at 3:00 PM 

At TYC Dock 

http://www.tammanyyachtclub.org/
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C ommodore' s 

C orner 
 
 

 

C ommodore 

Martin Smith 

 

The Commodoreôs view of the Juniors Program is to get out 

of the way and let Bobby Tassin, Kyle Bowser, Mark 

Palermo, Tom Smith, and others get things done! 

 

Have you seen the completed fence?  The Board allocated 

$5,000 to build a fence for the Juniors Program.  Thanks to 

the manual labor of the sailors in helping put up the fence 

the cost was decreased to $3,600.  And thanks to Dan 

Boudreau for giving us a good price with the materials.  

The new area, open on the lagoon, is a perfect place for an 

outdoor party. 

 

Have you noticed the launch for the boats that the sailors 

have built?  These guys could use some help on 

rehabilitating the Flying Scot.  Fiberglass skills and/or 

donations could help. 

 

Kyle asked me if I knew anyone who gave CPR classes 

and yes, it was Rick Sutton, owner of Coral Reef Dive 

Shop.  Kyle has five people lined up to take the course 

including his son, Elliott, and his sonôs friend, Matt.  The 

CPR class is a prerequisite for taking the US Sail Level I 

sailing course which runs Thursday, May 27
th
 through 

Friday, May 30
th
. 

 

John Harkins has acquired EIGHT Optimist Prams for the 

Sailing Camp which begins Monday, June 7
th
.  Keep your 

eye peeled for the write up given to us by John Sconza in 

the Times Picayune on Sunday, May 2
nd

.  There are still 

slots open for the camp.  Go to the website if you have a 

kid or know of a kid and download an application and 

schedule.  Mail the application and check to Kyle Bowser at 

his home ï 1258 cutter Cove, Slidell, LA 70458. 

 

Jan Pecunia is assisting with the menus for our Friday night 

meals.  Weôve already had a taste of her Cornish Hens on 

Friday the 23
rd

.  We appreciate your efforts, Jan, and look 

forward to more selections. 

 

Martin Smith, Commodore 
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TYC Juniors Update 
 

TYC Summer Sailing Camp 2010 

Hopefully everyone is aware of all the work that has been ongoing to ready TYC for small boat sailing and especially for the long-

awaited return of Juniors Summer Sailing.  The site is almost complete and ready to go.  We plan to have three, 2-week sessions -  

Session 2 is sold out and we have about half of our spots still open for the others.  Boats have been procured and/or in the process of 

getting repaired and prepped.  TYC members are volunteering accommodations for our head instructor, coach boat use, a canopy for 

the Jrs site, etc.  Elliot Bowser and Matt Perret are getting their prerequisites done to become US Sailing certified Level 1 Instructors, as 

are Kyle Bowser and John Harkins.  We have secured a well qualified, experienced head instructor, Sophia Griscom ς ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǳƳŜΩ 

below: 

Iôm a 20 year old student at McGill University in Montr®al, Canada. My hometown is Southborough, MA, but have spent my 

summers in Chatham. I began sailing at Stage Harbor Yacht Club at the age of 8 and attended sailing school through the age of 16. I 

began racing competitively in Optimists at Stage Harbor at age 10, competing in local series and area regattas. I joined the 420 race 

team at 14, and team raced for 4 years until I ñaged-out.ò After progressing through the sailing school, at the age of 13 I volunteered 

for a summer, and worked with the beginning sailors, and the following year I was hired as an Instructor-in-Training. The next summer I 

worked as a Junior Instructor, then two summers as an Instructor, and for the past two summers Iôve had the position of Senior 

Instructor. In my current position, I worked with the Head Instructor to manage a staff of 35 instructors and 240 students. I helped 

develop curriculum for classes, run practices and races, as well as lecture on topics that vary from basic knots and terminology to 

advanced racing tactics. I have coached Optimists and 420 racing teams at regattas throughout Cape Cod and the Islands. Recently the 

two classes that I have enjoyed working with the most are ñHermit Crabsò which are our youngest sailors, and the Adult class, which 

includes students with a wide range of sailing abilities. Last summer my home club hosted the Day Sailer North American 

Championship, and I had the opportunity to both help organize and compete in this wonderful regatta.  

 

At this time, we ask the TYC membership at large to support the effort in any way that they can but to focus on a couple of areas.  First, 

we still have openings in Session 1, June 7th to June 18th and in Session 3, July 12th to July 23rd.  Please consider your extended family 

friends and neighbors and forward them the link to TYC, where they can access the camp brochure and registration forms: 

http://www.tammanyyachtclub.org/   Otherwise, we would like to have some adult volunteers for the camp which could be helpful in 

different ways, such as running coach boats which supports the instructors on the water or perhaps maintaining radio watch at the 

club. 

LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ¢¸/ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻƴŘŜrful to see kids back on the water in our area! 

Bobby Tassin 

http://www.tammanyyachtclub.org/

